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COLESHILL

HISTORICAL OUTLINE

Journeying from Great Coxwell to Coteshill, the traveller
passes Badbury Hill,. now National Trust property, where once
was an Iron Age hill-fort. Three thousand years ago men dis-
covered the natural advantages of this fertile land, choosing
a commanding position above the surrounding countryside. Below
it to the west lies what is nowthe village of Coleshill, pleasantly
sited on a hill sloping down to the river Cole, until recently
the boundary between tserkshire and Wiltshire, crossed by a
bridge at the south-west end of the village. It is now mainly a
nineteenth century model village of attractive Cotswold stone
houses, which together with the church form a pleasant group
of native architectufe.

On the green to the south of thc church is the base and
part of the shaft of a village cross.

Until 1952 the village was dominated by a super6 seventeenth
century mansion, which stood overlooking wooded parkland. It
was designed by Roger Pratt for his cousin, Sir George pratt,
under the direction of the famous Inigo Jones, and was the first
Jonesian house in the country. The staircase and moulded
plaster ceilings were outstanding. Ir 1952 it was gutted by
fire and subsequently entirely demolished; only the stables
and outbuildings, a circular dovecote and two handsome gate-
ways opening on to the road now survive. The tragedy is all
the greater since the house was under repair when the devastating
fire occurred; indeed it is the carelessness of a workman that
is believed to have started the conflagration.
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1938 William S. Porter
(Then held in plurality with creat Coxwell)
1943 George F. C. Bond
1955 F-dward Kemble Wicks
1965 Kendrick C. Joyce
1969 Bernard J. M. Thackeray
l9'74 George Reginald Wells

,7



"ii)>
,iJoE

>
,

>
 

o5-=
 

E
 r

E
sE

e=
98

-o!r-,:d
6! 

aE
.E

t.=
 *

3?E
E

3,e
.n;lg; 

E
 

- 
o

E
 

t2- 
r 

d
." .t g iE

 I 
>

E
"'E

gdot)
9S

tE
ggE

' .-(,)Y
>

:F
O

)

s -: !t 
:-

l 
-s ! eE

R
I

I 
H

 J*J:-6
a' 

.r=
=

=
*J9..;-d;
O

 
I 

d; 
o.)

t 
c 

trE
 

L 
>

9-9-13-*
-=

E
-3;&

E
" x " E

 9!E
E

-*ttr " "
rid&

9 
9-

o.t ; F
 g - 

-
aro::.:d
.'tr o:c; 

B
 l'

r--Y
oi:.

=
+

:N
:-r

O
 c 

lE
 

d 
o

trooLoc)

99di

9,^.
oX

q!

is 
qo

oi* -

.c{JQ

F
i 

'" 
o:

-<
 

oi

C
)

Ffri

Fa

oi* a;

-n - -

: 
^ >

d

;o E
 -o.l u

b0 
:-

-gB
E

!=
h-

I 
9E

rgE
 

5
9'=

t1)
(or&

€
d- 

0 q

:Y
 1- 

-:
# 

5 
o-o

-7a

-: 
I.=

 
--:

3E
E

5?
o, ".9 

": -q

^, 
d"'E

J .: 
; 

o -E

td 
- I t

o 
=

 .; 
dr

:o 
e;9

6 9.;; 
-

o! 
3 o.s

E
E

oS
=

:<
 5od.:4

tq 
!6

E
E

*:;
-: 

E
; 

E

r 
,, qE

 
E

E
99P

: 
0J c 

- 
--:'=

 
tr-E

.E
 

rn l,l 
>

)irE
' 

bodr
E

 € 
9 .! ; 

- - I 
I - 

i ; 
.c i 

5 9 q
e"E

*E
5:;.=

;E
Q

=
;E

F
.,

y-aiE
sY

Z
E

;e7""2;A
i

:t::u-E
E

?:?i€E
:::i

A
iziE

=
izE

 si;riiii
_iE

 f -E
 !if F

#:E
;7,i;

a-!:a
v_i1,E

:Z
:E

;;2-i;E
;E

I vi 
I z' 

3;3 
q e : -Q

 t " H
 ',

.- 
r- 

I 
- 

>
i >

-o 
=

 o=
2 

=
,=

=
J 

o .d=
-E

 
o 

h<
 

i:€ 
>

 
-=

- 
- 

_!
u 

>
 _ .9 ; 

10 : 
". (! 

, 
- 

d .=
 

Y
..

E
;:E

E
q,E

E
i:li:+

;;i:
2-*y;28;E

 r=
 E

i: lE
=

i,
-=

-rE
-o-!=

'o=
.=

=
; jE

 yg ii:+
:=

17=
i=

ei:V
=

 
:.j 

i 
.1 =

.=
!=

@
O

_E
;<

(,
. P

5;A
E

s5=
E

=
ii:=

?3:
l-=

au 
=

 
ri F

o-c 
-X

"---cJ
i-=

E
F

=
-,-qE

-E
,F

"E
iE

1
e s - F

odE
 =

3'; =
Z

E
 .o : ;-'s

E
 _ i =

: i a s =
 =

 E
 E

 E
 " =

; ta

'ige+
 !;! I: 

s l+
;Z

iE
i

tlz.lf,.]IqFa

.l.]IiExUt-r

riI E
 : E

 E
 E

 5 =
 g =

 9 i,E
 E

 E
 f 

C
 E

; E
 E

6 3{t y.;=
 e!::=

 P
 E

 : I 
=

 ! ; : 3E
 :

=
 E

tE
;eE

E
i; $aa;!:E

=
:E

 
a

*"!,E
E

s;r,i rE
 i=

 :;E
z=

;?e 
=

E
:, ^s s I u :; e s"=

; E
 g: liiZ

; fi I 
E

 a: 2E
; ; t i -.;; i: 

I E
 s g

:: ii *;; s i=
i::i=

E
!; 

E
 E

"$

di'=
 =

a*E
:tE

iiE
 i : lii 

i i
-.? 

2 ^:=
 

. =
 ".o 

6. 6-.o ? - 
, 

t 
ru 5 i' 

.n t-

:;E
E

 i;:; cd;Z
i 

=
 1: 3s i E

;
:i: a:E

E
 A

E
 tE

;;! si s: : =
E

!*; E
 9=

 I s e F
,:E

 s :3E
&

;$E
 g 

E

s E
e =

 I t i t =
: ! i; 

e s g,i e g! r
;; ; i; i ;; g; E

;;*t : !;t;E
E

E
S

gJ:E
sE

:E
i



ii-id!

'!,9B
5

=
t-.o

\J .: 
.=

o,q3

o. !?:;

iti, 
-

U
u

F
 

-oo 5-

IooaoEEot-.

? s !b 
c",>

E
.r 

or=
 

c 
o

;9-E
i:-6-

-- 
o 

i) *X

o 
.: 

>
,E

 
_ -

'3zq-o
tr- 

l9'E
 

i
e 

ara2
>

:

=
'27,=

1
o.3U

=
:

=
.'O

 
U

li 
^ 

>

! 
rs 

>
., .:: 

- 
Q

.=
"=

U
eE

b
-;e 

d; 
-

.! * 
o ,9 ; 

5
av 

>
 

- 
- 

6
i: 

o - a:"^
a 

E
 ! 

<
 

_.; 
-

€E
IE

:E
i

--* 
r 

o: 
o 

Y

E
'o.r 

' 
tr

=
^o:

.!.9

o0'

.9.
; 

cJr

; 
ar '=

<
a;n
-o:

L-(rui

"U
P

da;
ti,Y

a=
5og 9.9 L

-c-: 
e:i

:o6rho

=
.iiE

!'

'utr'-=

- , >
- 

P

ttl-a2a
I 

E
:*

-:,t^
- 

zE
 

Y
 I

oo 
:-

o!9.9

i.!

o

a

boq

9,
!-E

t'oEi)-a 
"

,. 
.J -- 

atJ ?-o 
>

,u 
=

:.! 
u 

(!E
 

!J -d

E
E

 E
::H

:F
a;yisE

s9E
qE

f
:E

-e: Y
i.F

,.:iE
E

g;g g'3; E
;

!:+
 ; E

iiZ
iz::E

Z
;:iE

;t
"E

:f 
E

::2ttE
E

2:=
,1 

*E
i;;E

ii:=
 1=

;, =
E

E
i?;ii

2.dda 
E

t;!a 
t; 

f ;4r,. 
t. 

.=
.-_ 

1)

:=
:3"27=

83€€:=
t::::3

E
 q.=

 =
 ; 

,i - 
" , i o ? E

 6o i 
g otlz

'E
 a t 

- 6. ^e i 
s - 

9 ; o E
 d E

 r'=
=

=
'.9:E

l j j e: E
 E

: 2Z
E

Y
 E

;;?
E

; ai z=
azi=

r! !=
i;E

:1r1"
;! 

5 fi E
 E

 : :€: s"E
sE

 si 3 vi 
v

*E
: ; E

 :t; =
: ;! :;?, eiE

 ; ::
h. 

=
=

E
=

u 
.--::(!:;!) 

=
-=

':- 
-U

F
"7-nno.Z

eB
:I 

- j9
cJ 

i 
. 

o 
d 

n 
-.--E

 
- 

o 
r 

6r -

B
 E

 i; i y?rii r r : li 
aE

 H
i !F

E
E

E
i;!;; ;i E

E
E

:€ ; I ; ;:x
: :E

 ;iE
 s+

+
*ii|tE

 E
f i :; 

E

E
E

E
 ;€ dE

E
 :g;€ =

E
E

 #,8E
 ;i 

*

E
 

=
: 

(E
 E

 
o 

>
, i-

E
E

;"E
 

I X
 -

- r. - i-9 -- " 
E

- 
.d 

;-(J6

E
;.E

eii.s,9
x=

 
=

 
i-

zih 
.!i,,9

E
 ollE

E
q"S

€i
Z

 
a 

_>
.:-.-o.

; 
-E

r;:1 
trE

 ^.;i
=

 
=

 o d t;, 
-Z

 
3+

Z
 2P

v.E
",!-":

r, 
;: i- 

>
-E

 'D
-u

=
 

?;F
 

o;9 
i5 

E
 9

z 
6t. 

A
; _92.!v

<
 

g 
9 >

'- 
P

 ". ; 
E

ca 9l-H
!' 

-t-"
I 

"J-E
 

X
;-.r

Z
 

c 
E

 
or --: X

 
. 

Y

H
 

a3q-E
 

-L:i 
u1-l

E
-E

;::*E
v-:

4 
r) 

- 
'

d 
->

a=
 

-!
d'o: 

o 
a:__:; 

q
*E

U
'."gU

E
E

o 
=

 
(r L -.c -:; 

l:
4 

>
: 

: 
o 

o0.=
 E

 y
F

 =
;r:;;; 

ou
=

- 
=

 
- 

".
;.98I 

U
 E

 9
o,- 

n.o=
17 

a=

-:'a

d 
;.:

E
.=

 I 
ii

; 
B

:; 
oi

E
?€ s";

#" o 3 ;
E

 9 9F
, 

o,

a 
2,-

; 
e c !a

^hec
0., U

! 
t !



?:
" 

b*:.r 
. 

I 
-9=

.t
E

 fi 
i.H

i 
=

f:E
eE

*i
,=

'E
 g sf r u v,"E

2!-ts; :€i*i!=
"

* E
t i'ng;+

F
{,r c E

;-i t,, * 1:5 i: E
{

t E
 E

E
 E

 r;:*;3 stlE
a;;;a y.;?; y""

q=
=

-E
 

F
 c.<

=
E

 
c : 

c =
E

.a 
! 

=
 E

 E
 

;=
.: 

fj
f=

=
.9-E

 
S

 6E
.9t 6* d.9-:E

 =
P

 U
 ;€ 

; 
U

 d-
; =

 t it =
 d d d E

 : 6 : i 
d. d ; 

A
 A

 ; 6 r,,i J d 150

r\o<
) 

co v 
\odo 

oooh-ooo1 
..1 .o <

r.o.{r.l.l01 
+

o
S

 
'71 o. O

 
$ 

F
- N

 
V

 
r- 

c. 
- 

o 
(.- o, --j ..i a 

- 
<

. r^ 
o 

o 
F

 !,!
(.)hr 

.o\o 
\o r- 

r- 
i- 

r- 
ca oo ca oo o 

o 
o, o.o 

o. o\ (t 
ol, tl\

at

.g a 
$. 

g
>

,o 
,=

d-o 
E

 -Y
 

c 
rE

 -L 
il 

- 
>

.! 
C

 
a 

u 
Q

 - 
cd -!/ 

--:=
 

0J
(-c0 

i9=
;d,i?.=

J!=ivE
jd

€-g c.;E
3-q*9;o

=
E

E
E

icri;aa?F
=

 }F
=

z;;>
d,::a>

HF(4,

lrl 
'c.oF

uY

2;6P9-
i!;'-3 

u
9'o -

IJkl

.o.oatrt--

.i 
.=

Lr.1 :
r-z..-:
N

io

q-'Eq?

oE
(!

o
O

..1 $oo

F!

zz
a-

E
o.

io,
da


