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1.     The return to STEAM of the iconic, Swindon-built locos, King George V           
 and the City of Truro.  They launch the celebration of Swindon’s       
 achievements since New Swindon was founded in 1841.   P.4 

 
 

2 Harry Potter and the Hogwarts Express in Orlando, Florida.  P18 
 

3 Midwife Jane Allen, 101 years old, talks about her life working in the 
Maternity Hospital at Kingshill House.     P22 

 
4 American descendants of the St John family at Lydiard Park, visit to learn 

more details of the colourful past of their ancestors.   P28 
 

5 Pre-fabs.  Temporary houses and bungalows in Swindon after World War 
11.          p32 

 
6 The tragedy of John Ponting, killed on the railway in 1907.  p36 

 
7 Tribute to Mark Child, Swindon historian and writer.   P39 

 
8 History of Old Shaw Lane.      P40 

 
9 Swindon’s contribution to the Allies victory in World War 11.  A complex 

manufacturing project spread over several sites such as South Marston, 
Blundson, Sevenhampton and a carriage working shed at the Railway 
Works, enabled heavy armaments, midget submarines, landing craft and 
whole wings, for example of the Stirling bomber, to be made.  P43 

 
10 Swindon’s last Spitfire. The dream of building a replica lane is realised but 

is short-lived.        P46 
 

11 Dr John Clements writes of his early days in General Practice in 
Shrivenham.        P50 

 
12 An account of two legendary landladies with fearsome reputations in the 

19th century, Sally Pussey at the Wheatsheaf and Fanny Stroud at the Rat 
Trap.         P52 

 
13 James Henry ‘Jimmy’ Thomas MP.  An awe inspiring account of a heroic 

working class struggle from a disadvantaged background to become an MP 
and later, a member of the Cabinet.  His energetic political activities 
started when he was a fireman at the Railway Works in Swindon. P54 

 
14 Visit the Corinium Museum at Cirencester and see how the Romans lived, 

worked and played in a town that was second only to London.  P57 
 



15 Large scale mural artists in Swindon following internationally known hero 
Ken White who hails from Swindon.     P60 

 
16 Nicola Cornick’s best selling Regency novelist speaks of her plans to base 

her next novel either at Lydiard House or in Old Town, Swindon. P62 
 

17 Votes for Women.  A mock suffragette march and rally remember Edith 
New, a key figure in the Suffragette Movement,  and who was born in 
Swindon.         P64 

 
18 Swindon remembers and honours Sqn Ldr Harold Starr in a week of events 

marking the 75th anniversary of the Battle of Britain culminating in a 
flypast of 4 Spitfires and 2 Hurricanes over Harold’s grave in the Radnor 
Street cemetery.     Harold Starr was one of The Few, immortalised by 
Churchill, who fought in the Battle of Britain.   Several local schools were 
involved in projects to remember this 25 year old Swindon man who was 
killed in action.        P66 

 
19 History of the Wesleyan church in the Railway Village.   P74 

 
20 Tubby Clayton of Toc H fame and his connection with Swindon.  P78 

 
 
   


