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WANBOROUGH

ATTEMPTED MURDER AND
SUICIDE.

On

tragedy was enacted at Wan h, Alfred
A a well-known inhabitant of the village,
shooting his wife and immediately afterwards
committing suicide. Between 3 o'clock and 3 30
on Tueaday Mrs Avenell went down the back yard
to feed some fowl. She was living apart from her
husband and wes staying with her mother, who
resided in an adjoining She was returniog
aloug the pathway when Avenella at his
own door with a double-barrelled loading
gun in his hand. The woman was heard to ex
claim. *‘Dont Alf I” and was seen to put up her
hands as though to ward off a blow. Immediately
two shots rang out, and the unfortunate woman
ran up the garden path shot in the left shoulder.
Before lrriﬂnﬂttho door she collapsed. Avenell
then seems to have turaed into hi- own house and
locked the door, and the excited neighbours
were horrified to hear a third shot. The door was
forced open by P.C. Basing, and the neighbours,
who were quickly atiracted to the scene by the
sounds of ehots and screams, found Avenell
:‘i:‘l; part of bis head ,blown away, completely

The two houses ard mid-way through the village
oo the left-hand ride goirg frgm Stratton in wrow
known as Victoria Cottages. “On the bottom floor
there are a front room, kitchen, and lean-to scul-
lery, the outer doors of the sculleries of the two
houses facifg one another and the gardens being
separated by a fence. The kitchon windows over-
look the grounds of both houses, and the doors are
only 20ft, or 24ft. apart. Thmn with which the

dreadful crimes were committed is of the doable
barrelled breech-loing type, and when examined
by P.C. Basing, who of everything

relating to the affuir, two speut No, 12 cartridges
were found in the breech. Avenell was said to be

& good shot, bui was evidently a little out of his
aim or was put off by an incident which is related
below. When the door was forced open—both
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below. When the door was forced open— both
front and back doors were locked—after Avenell ]
had committed suicide he was found lying nesr a |
cupboard in the far corner of the room away from |
the window, and on the fire-place side of the room. |
Two or three feet away was the door leading to
the front room, in which his body was found.
Lying near him was a short hedge stick, about |
two feet , one end being forked, and there |
can be no doubt that it was with this he toached
the trigger, placing the barrel towards his mouth.
Heory Titcomb, an invalid brother of che woman
and a professional musician, has made the - follow-
ing statement : —** Some time after three o'clock I
was in the kitchen looking through the window,
whea I saw Avenell come out of his door and go |
to the woodhouse about five yards away. When |
he came out he slammed the door and seemed to
be in & rage. My sister was just going out to feed
the fowls, and I told her that her hasband seemed
to be nery much upset and I adviced her 10 wait
indoors for & time for I feared something might
happen. She esid something about it being ** all
rigit," and she went out. I never heard a sound
from next door, but as my mster was walking back |
I heard a click. lfuuodu once what was Lhe
matter, and I seized a broom and went to the door.
My sister st?mod and put up her arms as tlno’h .
she was defending hersolf, and she said : * (X
AL!"™ Tthrew the broom at Avenell but was
three or four secounds too late for he fired two
shots at her. She did not fall, but ran towards
the house, her left shoulder streaming with blood.
She said ** I am shot.” Before reaching the door
she colla . We do not kuow what ivondl did
afterwards ; we wero so upset. The next thing we
heard was another shot, and on the neighbours

going into the house Avevoll was found dead. He
had shot himself with the same gun. Heeovidently

thought he had killed iy sister.”

As Lo Avenell’s character, Titcomb says : —* He
was a violent and desperute man, and my sister |
was unable Lo live with him on account of his |
ten and his drinking babite. He has been
drin for & month. He draok whisky iu piot
and half-piot bottles, and I am prepared to swear
toit. But I don't think he was drunk this moru-
ing. Isaw him about 9 o’clock, and be seemed to
be steady then, but he went out afterwards.”

Reports in the village point to the cause of the
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Reports in the village point to the cause of the
crime being jealousy. Avenell was 54 years of age .
and his wife, whose maiden name was Anunie
Titcomb, is 33. They were married on September
22nd last year—Avenell being a widower and the
woman a spinster—and the story of their married |
life is a distressing one. They were coastantly
quarrelling,the chiefl cause being Avenell's distrust
of his wife. Three weeks ago they s:parated, and f

although they occasionslly ke the bad feeli |
was not removed. Last week no words 8‘-?

»
Mre Avevell being complotely ignored by her |
husband. Avenell's sympathisers state that he !
was a hard-working man, and earned money. ’
They say he ng,purod to take his troubles with his
wife very much to heart and that it was only when |
there had been an *'upset” that he drank too
much 'M.k{;n Although hemay not have actuallly |
threatened his wife personally, there can be no!
doubt in the hearing othe:mro le ho bos said
he woutd **do for her,” the acquaintances
of both parties professuot to be cnrmud at the
occurrence.

The breach between hushand and wife seems to
bave been very widened on Morday. On that day
both went to Swindoo, bu teparately. The object
of Mrs Avenell’s visit was 1o app‘?’ or & summons

inst her husband under the Married Women's
urisdiotion Act, for separation and mainteoance.
At the couclusion of the County Pet!y Sessions she
cupged into the witness hox, an-l after briefly stat-
ing her case was yranted the summons asked for,
Ou the woman’s return she informed her relatives
that she had seen her hushand in Swindon standing
uear & public-house, that be had put his haud to
bis mouth as though inviting her to ¢o in and have
a drink, but that ehe wulked on without taking any
notice, Aveuell Wld avother story. Before siart-
ing he called at a public-house in the village, and
wgiht talking to esome Iriends pulled £10 out of his
pocket and said romiething to the effect that ** After
that is gone there is plenty moro left.” Oa his
return he appesred Lo be very excited, He said
that when going to Swindon soeone had ** picked '
him up” ﬂuﬂw; rid;:. i Ou the way, he :
all , he is wife in company with a
me:. He was certain, he said, that it v‘::: bie wife,
{1 ¥ he turned round several times to look, but he
did not know who the man was, All he could say
about him was that he had a light moustache, anl
he believed him to bu a swestheart of his wife's
before he married her. With these facts to go
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before he macried her. With these facts to go
upon, it is pretty safe (o assume that the deceased
man allowed his jealous passions to gel the maater |
of him, and that bhe resolved upon this desperate
"| crime of revenge. l

Throughout the remainder of the day the whole |
village was thrown iuto a state of great excitement,
and the painful case wan discussed in sll its bear. '
ings. Medical aid was summoned for Mrs Avenell,
and acting on advice she w s removed in the
evening to the Swindon Victoris Hospital. A ‘
conve)ance and A nurse wire seut over from Swin- |
don, and a considerable crowd of people witnassed
the remcval of the woman from the house to the
vehicle,  On arrival at the institution the unforiu-
nate woman was examined by Dr. G. R. Swinhoe
who found the left arm und shoulder s‘ouotnl
with a considerable number of small shot, Mrs
Aveuell is progressing fuvourably,




