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The Viscountess Barrington at Beckett

N the heart of the

rather munotonous
county  of Berkshire,
quite close to the old-
time villuge of Shri-
venhom, Beckett, the
beuutiful country
home of Viscount and
Viscountess Barming-
ton, satands like on
oasis in the midst of
i desert. The sur-
rounding country is
flat aud uninteresting,

= Lbroken only by the
The Innee Hall lofty range of the
White IMorse hills,

which make a purple line against the hackground
af the sky. But once inside the gates of the park
everything is changed. The well-ordered home
farm, showing signs of the care bestowed on it
by n good and generous landlord, the emerald-
green lawns of the grounds, the splendid trees
which surround the hpuse, and which include
some of the foest beeches in England, make
Beckert the tdeal home for an English country
gentleman.

The house itself iz one of the curious
sporls of the mid-eightegnth  century. The
iwrchitect who designed it for onc of the earlier
Lord Barringtons was one Thomas Liddell,
entirely an amateur in the arl. He was, how-
ever, most fortunately immune from the trammels
of the  hideous siyle of architecture which
defaced Englund in the days of the later
Georges. Instead, consequently, of the pretea-
tious ugliness which characterises such buildings
us, for example, the Pavilion at Brighton, Mr.
Liddell sought his inspiration from the Tudor archi-
tect and erected an edifice that, caternally at least,
approaches nearly the delightiul domestic archi-
tecture of Henry VIIL's reign, and which might
well be thrée hundred instead of one hundred
years old.

The distant
picturesque.

the
two walls

house is
climhbs

view of

most Chver

4 magnificent Virginia creeper, which in its
present glorious autumn tints harmonises per-
fectly with the mellow greystone background.
The preen lawns and . paths edged by many-
colourcd herbuceous borders swesp down gently
to a broad lake, on which floats majestically

flock of snow-white swans, On the edge of the
lake stands a fascinating Chinese tea-house, from
which the ladies of other diuvs used o watch
the old coach road which run close by on the
other sicdde of the lake,  From the (oot of the tea-
house the lake is spunned by o white wooden
bridige, which beurs the fascinating name ol the
Cradle, and which leads nowadays into the hearl
of the splendid trees which shelter thut side of
the house,

Beautiful as Me. Liddell made the outside
of the house, he was perhaps hardly so successful
from the purcly domestic point of view, for
although the interior of Heckett i3 neafly as
attractive as the outside, there are ong or two
quaint flaws which a professional  architect
would perhaps have avoided. The siwirchse,
for example, which should undoubledly be o
prominent feature in a mansion of that size, ia
tucked away in an unconsideced gornper, while,
again, the magnificent suite 'of réception-rooms
lead one into the other, but only the rooms ul
the end have egress into the central hall.

Leading from the porch is a small outer
hall, which is decorated with trophies of the
chase, among them an otter that was killed at
Beckett fifty years ago. Round the walls are
ranged Dutch and Quecen Anpe chairs and a
splendid ofd Dutch cubinet, while on the walls.
are two oil paintings which commemorate the
services rendered to his country by Captain the
Hon. 5. Barrington, R.N., for they record two
naval duels, in both of which the gallant sailor
commanded the winning vessel.  One, in 1747,
bitween the Rellona and the Due de Chartres,
and the other, twelve vears later, hetween the
Achilles and the 51, Florentme, when the Eng-
lish ship, although decidedly inferior in strength,
gained a splendid victory through the pluck of
her crew and the superior seamanship of her
commander.

This small hall gives on to the large cen-
tral hall, the heavily-moulded ceiling of which is
surmounted by a glass roof, while the corridor
round the upper storey looks down on it over 4
series of wooden galleries. The hall is attractively
furnished with Elizabethan and Stuart chairs and
tahles, while some large rcontemporary scenes
decorate the walls.

Of all the rooms the most interesting is
perhaps the lihrary, a lofty room with a square,
panelled ceiling, in which the ribs stand out in
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deep relief and are orghmented with . splendidly
carved rosettes. 1t is surrounded by an eaken
hookcase hlled with priceless tomes of great
literary and historic interest. Stale papers dated
from 1501, o family Bible printed in 1553, and-an
early copy of Hobbes's " Leviathan,” in the fly-
leal of which is inscribed the amusing legend,
“This Book belongeth to William Wildman,
Lord Viscount Barrington. But the principles
thereof do not with his agree,” are but a few of
the muny splendid volumes which the library
Ccontalns.

Leading out of the library it adong saloon
furnished in the Louis XV. style, except for a
few chairs of the most ornate form of (Juecn
Anne period.  On the walls are some very e
family portraits, which include maore especiully
a virile piptire by Holbein and Romney's muster-
picee of the beautiful Mrs. Barrington. Over the
carved mangelpiece hangs u splendid Louis XV.
looking-glass, while some beautiful specimens of”
Dresden  ghina  adorn  the writing-desk A
feature of this room, as, indeed, ol all the rooms
at Beckett, is the magnificent ceiling, on which
an infinity of cdre and labour niust have been
expended,

The next room of the suite is the drawing-
room, which is upholstered in a soothing shade
of old gold. Here, oo, some delighbtinl pictures
decorate the walls, while over the carved mantel-
picee hangs 2 mugnificent’ mirror, under which
wtands n delicate Dresden china clock. Agaipst
thie walls on either side are two lurge Buhl
cubinets  Aled ‘with heautiful ching, while the
whole atmosphere of the room is of comfort com-
hined with artistic taste.

and Chinese Tea House, from which the ladies of fashion a hundred years ago used to walch the
passing show of the old coach road
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Leading from the drawing-room is the
small breakfast-room, one door of which opeus
o the inner hall, while oppusite is.u large griass
conservatory fAlled with sweet-smelling Howers,
and in which stands a tangerine orange trec laden
with golden fruit. The green walls of the room
are relicved by some black and white prints, while
on either side of the door hangs a splendid gilt
Chippendale mirror.  The f th door of the
room gives a view of the dininjz-roon, which is
upholstered in unrelicved cardinal red and fur-
nished with heavy oak in perfect canformity with
the hue of the room.

This statcly mansion is essentially thar
hig house of the countryaide, and to ils oocupiers
the villagers look for the moral and material
suppuort in thei needs,  As long as Lady Bar-
rington reigos as the chitelaine of Beckett they
know they will not look in vam, for a large part
of her life at her country home is doveded to the
core and comfort of the aged and sick und to the
advancement of the children ul  her poorer
neighbours.

in every phase of local life Lady Burring-
on takes u leading part in the neighbourhood,
A\ staunch Unionist, imbued with the traditions
of renerutions of men, hoth of her own and of
her hushband’s fumily, who in ['.-Hliiii'.l‘-, we LUy,
and war have rendered ungrudgiog service 1o
their country, and alive, from frat-hond know-
ledge, to the danger of pauperising the rural
population, whether by legislative or personal

Holes, she tries to instil into the coming generi-
tion o sense of Imperial responsibility und dignity.
One of her most cherished schemes, whith unfor-
tunately the red-tapeism of a burcaueracy is doing
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its hest to stultfy, is
the work initiated by
Mr. Close of [arm
homes in Canada,
whete the children whao
in Epngland might uln-
mately drift | inta  the
great army ol unem-
ployed, can lead &
healthy life and carn an
honourable living, while
ul the same tme they
rivel another link  be-
tween the Mother
Country and the Do
minion,

A convinced op-
ponent of Waoman Sul-
frage, Lady Barrington
seicks to neulcale
among the girls of the
village the lirst prin-
ciples of  domestic

after their Hnances, for
cven a penny a week is
uosevere tax on the re-
wources of most ol the
villiage voungsters, but
she finds her reward in
«eeing the improyvement
in thoir physique under
a vers eflizient scout-
rrisler, who served il'i
the South African war,
pnd already she notices
a marked advanee o
their  incelligence  and
charaeter, [or Lhie boys
of " Lady Burrington's
hwn ' oare intent o do
credit to their nome,
Lady Harrington
i ulso keenly interested
i the Children’s Social
Sunday Union,  the
Sundayv =chopls  which

economy., Cooking,
sewing,  amdl
wilely traits are part of

i'll TR o

gitlers  necessary (or
CVOrY  young  waoman,
desvoury sre dirceted 1o provent immature girls
leaving home al an carly age for the drodgery
fndcxistence of o general servant

(veneral  Haden-Mowell found no  more
whole-hearted supporter than Lady Barrington,
for from the three wvillages within her direct
sphere of influence she organised and equipped
three patreds of Boy Scouts,  She still
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Lady  Jane Taylor in-
stituted s o codoler-
blast to the Llasplemy
and Red Catechisam with
whivh the Socialist and
\gnostic teachers poison the receptive minds of
voung children.  That they are already hearings
fruit is proved by the fact that many of the
Socialistic parents bring vheir children o these
clisses, where there is no political propaganda,
but where they are taught that love of fellow men
and love of God are inseparable, where the law of
Christianity is preached in pluce of e anarchy
of free thought.
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which houses a nolable collection of great lilerary and historie interesl
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