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by
LADY FRANCHS CHARLOTTE BOUVERIE
MARY HARMS wog the eldest child of ‘& most resp—
ectable drover and his wife, who lived in Surrey,
They brought }P 2 Jexge foamily inithe Pezaxr of GOD -
i adegvour, by His help, to perform all
in the station of 1life in whizh He had
; There is nothing particularly nsw or
LI 0 o
ne in the events of Marwv's life, but there
1 good derived from observing how little
circumstances, which appear trifling at the btime
are overruled by Providence toc £fit into each othern
and work round fon Nooﬂ to those who set out with
a firm determingtion of doing their duty in the
path before them, praying to be guided step by step
and casting their care on Him, Who cares for us. So
it wag with Mary. She wag little wore than twalve
years old when she went to service at a farm-house
where she had the care of a litftle girl., Her migt-

ass was & person of excellent
klnd to Mary, and wh"r the child
run zlone, she.did hex best to re

usefnl servant in another pl;ce,
have better wages; but the people
live with were not only coreless
their religiouns duties, but gave
time for attending to them; so th
had an opportunity of speaking fto
begged them not to let her stay i
was not long before a circumstanc
by the-direction of an All-wise P
enced her affer life. :

A very kind and excellent zent
who were in the hebit of renting
in ths country as a summer reside
gppeared to chance, for &ll is di
together foxr good to those who lo
themselves that year in the parics
parents lived. They aiways made
their poorexr neighbours, and the
ected in the perich was soon nos A
Mary teken to asgist in thedr Kidv
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NaJV, however, fulfilled her
weeks, she found

of school-mistress,
house to live in,
fond of children,

3
0 O
=]

H
[o X ¢ IS i ¢ R U
- ©

n

e ) ok
o
S

ok O e Q@

3
&
B
16

e
{

e I
o’
w0
»
o}
%)

D O

£

= B H
e
[ ¢V}

ot |

=

vt
(.'l'

o
o)
=

tde o
i
(03]
S S T S

O 0O @
vyt
)
[eN)
al 3
5
-’
[V}
<
an
oy
{D

i
)
D
H e
Hh oo

QL0
(6]

5
i

0]

B
s

e O
0

o

=

My W

9

[ R o)

D

w

Q

?.;

3

Qs

ST )
py_, }_-h ‘—b
o

[€)] ]
p I (S S S O R
-

ren ree
and had an excellen
bcecame ﬂrcaulv nto
great favourite wit
i
-

}__' ¥
o
@

ot

+Y

2
@
> 5O

1
omn Cl"’\l"?"l <+ and o
ex Nplo ment, ana a
nd employer. FHer hushangd
erwsonw’ g.,lld 1’)5“ S‘ E5h 'VO'm:)'
l

alcliadid )
[ 3~
LS )
)
1
i—" pde B3
3

assisted in the wr
ingenious man, he

time in mzking various thi N3S for his honze, wnlhb\\
saved the expense of huv1 ng. He beside
ment in waiting at table, and made hims
in various other ways to the dif
of the v*llage. It} e
when they found a hom
but as they were hapn:
could:at any time
of any return of il
and she continued w

~

e
He @D
DI m ‘I
=t }-;—1\. Cu
' (o
w
(&)
%
IR - o
Hy -4
3
0
(Sl o]
PN

i3
e O
o]
ok §
®
)
0y s«
- o
()
it
[ 2
£
42}
-

)

in any work beyond her sir: Y
Maxy's gisters had in the course o
found places throucgh her, and ons of
ried, and bacome the mother of a larse
had how the satisfaction of secins one of her chil-
ren also placed out, throuzh g link of the sams
chain; whilst Jane and her husbznd had returned
to the neizh%ourhood where thsy first married. The
Tather had long been dead, but the excellent mother
who had twice v131ged her two dauchiers in their
master's houss before MHarv's marr rlege, still lived
in Surrey, where some of her numerous Tamilw wero

12
v

x
9
=
>
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settled near, though none with her, and twice she
had been p195°nteﬂ with a sum of money from *he

Agricultural Society; once Tor having placed out
S0 many daughters, who had kept their places so
: brought up

well; and the other time, for havin:

such a large family in so deserving
If anyon

Earms devoix

them; -and she soon -
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at the awful dsy, their consciences will not rise
up to reproach them with having neglected the nost
important charge that was committed to them, but
united with them, in humble reliance on the merits
of their Redeemer, they will meekly stand befors

v
-

His throne, and say, '"Behold I, and tﬂa children
hich GOu hath given mel's :

The above appears under the title of '"STORY
OF M&RY H-—=" in the vook Mfemorials” of
LADY “?AFCgb ulAuL TTD QOL ER1 j publﬁuh d a

.gulaanco of Joung &olk.
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MARY HARMS
The background to her 'story!'

The little book "Memorials of Lady Frances
Charlotte Bouverie" edited by her nephew Rev.
Charles Leslie Courtney in 1855 includes within its
pages "The Story of Mary H---", 'and it is likely
that the owners of the surviving copies are unaware -
of the facts concerning Mary. Whereas a few, who
heard first hand of Mary and her charge Fanny
Bouverie, can recount that this is the life story
of our MARY HARMS born 1796 at Send, Surrey, in
years to come as memories fade and facts become
clouded by the mists of time, future generations
may, in the absence of substantiation, not recognise
nor accept its reality. Although this tale may be
neither unique nor outstanding, its occurrence is
surely unusual and I would hope that it will not
pass into obscurity on account of the main character
being unidentified. =

A search of public records was undertaken with
little optimism of finding helpful dats a hundred
and fifty years after the author's death. The
following notes confirm what I had been informed
about Mary and should eliminate any unceftainty
which might arise concerning 'The Story of Mary H-'.

My copy of the book was acquired in 1966, but
its existance had been known a few years earlier.
It bears the inscription-- "Mary Finch 1855

: from her gratefully attached
Fanny Bouverie"

to which is added in an aged hand-

."Benjamin Harms his book
from his affectionate sister Mary
who died May the 10 1884
aged 88 years and 5 days"

Benjamin Harms (1813-89) was my great-grandfather
and the book had passed to his grand-daughter Annie
Harms (b 1863) thence to her second cousin Gertie
Harms (b 1887) who then gave it to me. Mary Harms
had been, so I understood, a nurse and companion to

the Rev. Bouverie's daughter Fanny at Coleshill, .



Blrmlnvbam, later to Dbe proved as the w“ovv location.,
The book includes a plate showing Lady Bouverie's
decease in 1854. Thé additional information to hand
was, of course the brothers and sisters of Mary
Harms, now included for references-—

- The surviving famjly of R tichard Harms (1774—783°)
and his wife Mary (1778-1864)

* born 1796 Mary m Finch

* 1798 Elizabeth m Chapman
* 1800 Jane m Whiteman
* 1806 James

* 1807 Robert

* 180¢ John

* 1810 Hanngzh m Blake

+ 1813 Benjamin

+ 1815 Joseph

+ 1818 Sarsah

+ 1819 Catherine m Hiscock

* born at SEND 4+ born at WEST HORSIEY

Enquiry was made as to the dates when Rev.
Bouverie was at Coleshill: it was learned from
the Church Commissioners that he was the incumbent
from 1808 to 1874 at Coleshill, Berkshire. (—not
Birmingham as firstly suppoued) 2

MODERN ENGLISH BIOGRAPHY includess—~

Rev. Edward Bouverie, born 1783 at Overton, Hants
educated Ch. Ch. Ox. B.A. 1804, M.A. 1807, Vicar of
Coleshill, Berkshire 1808 to death; prob. of Preston
in Sarum Cathedral 1826 to death; chaplin in ord.
to Soverign 1819 to death; died at Coleshill
vicarage 1874.

He was a kinsman of the Earl of Radnor who lived
at Coleshill House. (destroyed by fire 1965)

The next search made was in the 1841, 1851 and
1861 Census for Coleshill, the relevant details:-
-being as follows:-



_ EXTRACTS from the CENSUS
1841  COLESHILL

born in county

Rev. Edwd Bouverie 55 no
Lady Frances " 50 ; no
Fanny i 25 yes
 Frederick Finch 3% m/s no
Mary L /55 no
Sargh Harms 20 f/s no
Robert Townsend 50 m/s . no

+ 6 other servants

1851  COLESHILL
: ~ born
Edward Bouverie 67 Vice of C'hill Ashe-Hants

Lady Frances " 60 W Ste«Cgs-IM!sex
Fanny el 35 d i Coleshill
Sarah Harms u/m 33 maid W.Horsley-S'ry

+ 8 others

1861 COLESHILL

Edward Bouverie 77 Vice of C'hill Overton-Hants
Fanny Bouverie u/m 48 d . Coleshill
Catherine Berens 80 sister SteGgs~M'sex
Sarah Harms u/m 43 housekeeper W.Horsley-S'ry

+ T others e

These show that Mary Finch was already married
by 1841 and together with her sister Sarah was
resident at the vicarage; also by 1851, only Sarah
remained, her origin clearly indicated. By 1861,
Lady Bouverie naturally is not shewn but the
presence of sister Catherine Berens is of . note.

Recollecting that the 'story' mentions Mary and
two or three of her sisters, including Jane, as
being in a neighbouring village a few miles off,

a search in the 1851 Census of several villages
around Coleshill was made, and the successful .:t.ilc
details are:- '

1851 SHR IVENHAM

Bdward Berens {3=VicEofia Stham Sutton/Hone—Kt
Lady Catherine " 70 W St.Ggs-11'sex

Frederick Finch 43 Former svt. Sunninghill-Bks
Mary ! w 56 Schoolm'tress Send Surrey



1851 KNIGHTON CCIMPTON

: > born
Gec. Whiteman 48 Farm lab. * Knighton
Jane A wie 51 Send Surrey
William " s= 18 3 Spitalfields M'sex
Jane = il d= 10. Sch. Woolstone Berks
Sarah i d S5l ‘ Knighton
1861 SHR IVENHAM
Beckett House :
Wm Keppel,Vicount 67 Landed pr'tor London
Barrington Peer
Jane Elizabeth
Vicountess 56 Peeress - Ryton-Durham
Lady Barrington's School =
Frederick Finch 53 Formerly butler Sunn'hill Bks
Mary  Finch 60 Schoolm'tress Send Surrey

This clearly shows Mary PFinch's origin and
identifies her as the schoolmistress at SHRIVENHAM
and furthermore, it will be noted that Catherine
Berens who in 1861 was living at Coleshill, was
formerly the wife of Rev. Berens of Shrivenham.
Mary's sister Jane (m Whiteman) was living at
Knighton and her family includes a son born-in
London. The location of Mary's other two sisters
Hannah (m Blake) and Catherine (m Hiscock) has not
yet been determined.

It is now possible to identify the persons and
the dates connected with the'story!

The Story of Mary ﬁarms in relation to
'the Story of Mary H—--!

Mary Harms, the eldest daughter of Richard and
Mary Harms, was born at SEND, Surrey, in 1796. She
assisted locally the 'kind and excellent ' Hon.
Bartholomew Bouverie and his wife when resident
and later when their son, Rev. Edward Bouverie was
Married, she joined Lady Frances Bouverie in 1813
at Coleshill Vicarage, Berkshire, 'as:Lady's maid.
Fanny Bouverie, their daughter was born 1814 and
Mary continued as Fanny's nurse.

Mary's sister Jane, younger by four years,



later found a post as nurserymeid in the neighbour—
ing village of Knighton, where she subseguently
married a local man, George Whiteman, sometime
before 1829. Soon after, Ceorge and Jane moved to
London where their son William was born in 1833.
(Incidentally, Jane was witness to her brother
John's wedding at Shoreditch Church in Nov 1831)

Mary's sister Sarah, born five years after Mary
had left home and by when her parents had moved o
West Horsley, joined Mary at Coleshill in 18230 as
young lady's maide. It would seem that the honest
gardner to whom Mary was once engaged may have been
Robert Townsend wino was present at the vicarage in
1841 but absent in 1851. Sarah's illness was
probably arcund 1842. (She concluded her life in a
wheeled chair as a photo in my possession shows) «
Mary would have started at Shrivenham around 1845,
and the 'actively kind and good lady whose husband
owned much of the village' was presumably Lady
Barrington, although the county directory of 1848
states: - " There are two school rcoms, one for
boys and the other for girls built by the present
vicar, the Ven. Ldward Berens, M.A. ". [aybe the
honours were divided. “ '

Jane evidently returned from London to Berkshire
before her daughter Jane was born in 1841. Hannah
and Catherine also sisters of Mary were living,
married, in the vacinity.

The girls' father Richard had died in 1832 (at
West Horsley) but their mother, notwithstanding
her large family, was in good health and she lived
until 1864, dying at the age of eighty-six.

Phe Story of Mary H--— naturally terminates in
1854 but Mary's life continued. How long she stayed
at Shrivenham is not known, but the Surrey directory
of 1882 includes Fanny Bouverie at Broadmead, Send
and it is very likely that Mary and Sarah were there
‘also for Mary died at Send in 1834. (I possess a
phot§ of all three at Broadmead House of about this
time). :

In her will, Mary included her nine surviving
brothers and sisters, her late sister Catherine's



=

son and also her late- husband's brother and sister.
The value of the estate £1581 (worth maybe ten
times as much today) was an achisvement for a
country girl of the period and it shows the regard
in which she was held by her employers and friendss

Sarah Harms survived with her handicap and was
living with Fanny Bouverie at Ringmore, Shaldon,
Devon where, in 1888, she died and was buried. Her

nephews Henry Hiscock (d 1886) and Jaseph Blake
(d 1890) were also buried at Ringmore where there
is a gravestone for each.

Fanny Bouverie continued to live atl Ringmore
. for there still exists a letter sent by her to one
off Mary's nieces Catherine Harms, as beslow, in
‘which she mentions the recent deaths of Sarsh,
Benjamin and Joseph in 1890. Panny ultimately
died in Hampshire in 1893 and was buried at
Coleshille. Faitnfull to her friends, her will
made provision for the maintenance of the three
graves at Ringmore, and amongst the numerous
bequests was one for John Harms (d 1895) the last
surviving child of Richard Harms, and also for
James Harms of Merrow, the eldest son of “Benjamin,
There was® doubtless high mutual regard between
Fanny Bouverie and all of Mary Harms's familye.

Ringmore, Shaldon,

> Teignmouthe

My dear Kate, ;
.. - Thank -you so much for your kind letter. Have

just got a sad telegram (from your Cousin James

of Merrow) to tell me that dear kind Uncle Joseph

is gone. .

I dm so glad dear mother and Jane saw him so
recently and I am sorry to my heart that I could
not see him once more. I was very fond of him.

All the dear family who were younger than myself
are passes away, dearest Aunt Sarah, Uncle Ben and
Uncle Joe. Oh dear how we miss them all. I know
how you will miss Uncle Joe. I am glad Fanny has
returned safe.

With much love and sympathy,

Yours very sincerely
Fanny Bouverie






188, Poverest Road
Petts Wood KENT
24.2.72
K.J.Pearce Esq
46, Charlbury Rd.
Shrivenham

Dear Mr Pearce,

It was indeed good of you to let me see the
catalogue of Lordships of the Manor which I found most
interesting and informative. This I now return.

I note that some of the L of M include no
documents and in the past, I have often wnndered about the
merit of 'owning' one when there were non documents !}

Thank you for the information regarding the
History of Shrivenham. There is doubtless a copy in the
British Museum and I will arrange to see it there. I would
have done this before, but it is difficult to trace unless
one has the author's name and this you have now kindly .

May I bore you with the reason for wishing to
see it. Some years ago I was given a book "Memorials of Lady
Frances Charlotte Bouverie" published in 1855 and formerly
belonging to my Gt-Grandfather. This book includes "The
Story of Mary H---" whfeh I was lead to believe was my G.Gfths
sister who was Lady Bouverie's child nurse and later was a
schoolmistress. Lady Bouverie was the wife of the then Vicar
of Coleshill, but the location of the school concerned was
unknown until I traced it through the 1851 & 1861 Census as
being at Shrivenham. I am now hoping that a Shrivenham
History may give some further details as to how the school
was started. N

It could be'that there is a copy of this book
& in your records. I trust you will not consider it :
presumptious of me but since it concerns Shrivenham, to a small
degree, I am sending a copy of the section concerned together
with my notes on the personnel therein,

I made enquires of the Headmaster at Shrivenham
School some four years ago but he was not able to give me

the early information I hoped for.






