
Thomas Ballinger 187&1916

Thomas was born in Shrivenham in 1878 to parents Thomas and Sarah. His father was an
agricultural labourer but by 1901Thomas became a clerk. His siblings were Edward born
t872, Charles born 1875 and Bertie born 1880. He stayed thus with his family until 1911.

Thomas enlisted with the Royal Berkhire Regiment on the 25ft March 1916. Research was
difficult because he enlisted as Thomas Bellingerl! Shortly, he was transferred to the 17th
Battalion, the Manchester Regiment and was killed in action on 15s October 1910. His war
career lasted a mere five months and he was 38 years old.

Thomas is buried in the lovely A.l.F. Burial Ground, Flers and you can see his grave location
that I have marked on the cemetery plan. I have also marked the location of his grave on the
enlarged picture of the burialground.

As Thomas never enlisted until 1916, he was not entitled to the 1915 Star but was awarded
the Victory Medal and the War Medal.

The 1891 Census shows him as an 13 year old office lad working for the post
Office and living at Parish Row, Shrivenham.
In 1901 he was an agricultural labourer and in 1911 he was a Coal Merchanfs
clerk, single, and living with his widowed mother and two brothers in
Shrivenham.
He was a Private in the 17th Battalion of the Manchester Regt. No 432g1. He
was killed in action in Flanders on 15th October 191G, six months after his
younger brother Bertie.
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BALLINGER, Thomas
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BALLINGER, Charles F

BALLINGER. Thomas

BALLINGER, Althur

M60 18/.1

1840

1874

1880

1883

61

Ordinary Agdcultural
Labourer

Ordinary Agdcultural
Labourer

Foreman In Coal Yard

Gardener (Domestic)

Shdwnham, Berkshire

South Marstor,
Wltshire

Shrinnham, Befishire

Shriwnham. Berkshire

Shrirenham, Berkshire

Son Single M 27

Son Single M 21

Son Single M 18
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Armed Forces registration event: Death

Name: BELLII{GER, Thomas

Unit: tanche$r Reglment

Rank: Prlvab

Number: 13281

Year: 1916

Vofume: 1.17

Page: 292

fecorO 

source: GRO IYar Death Army Odter Ranks (191f to 1921)
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find my past

1911 census transcription details for: Shrivenham Berkshire tq | |
Natonal Alchlve Refarcnce:

RG14PN6426 RG78PN315 RD116 SDl ED1 SN89

Reg. District: Farlngdon

Sub District: Shrlvenham

Parish: Shrlvenham

Enum. Distdct 1

Address: Shrlvenham BerlrCrlre

County: BerlrCrlrc

Relaton 93"$T#o Sex Age Blrth Year occupaton Wherc Bom

,/-^,*Wru
4

'?.

fir,rr'ht ,* w u'^[t'

BALLENGER, Sarah Ann Head Wido^, F 62 1849 South Marslon Wilts

BALLENGER, Charles Freddck Son Single M 37 1874 Farm Labourer Shriwnham Berks

BALLENGER, Thomas Son Single M 33 1878 CoalMerchants Clerk Shriwnham Berks

BALLENGER, Arthur Son Single M 28 1883 Gardener Domestic Shriwnham Berks
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Theatre of War:
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Military-Genealogy.com, comp. UK, %lcliers Died in the Great War, 1914-1919
[database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2008.
Original data: Brit ish and lrish Military Databases. The Naval and Military Press
Ltd.
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Cemetery details

A.I .F BURIAL GROUND, FLERS

Oo|r|t f

Lcrlty:

lffiLdcr'||lta.:

Flenco

Sommc

1212

Al.F. BurialGround is 2 Kns north of the village of Flers, in the Departnent of the Sonrre. Travel
south-west of Bapaune on the D929 in the direction of Albert for 6 Kns to the village of Le Sars.
Tum feft eastwards on the D11 in the direction of Geudecourt for 3.5 Kns to the D741D197
junction. Continue along the D74 in the direction of Geudecourt for 500 netres when a CWGC
signpost will be seen indicating the Al.F. Burial Ground along a track to the right.
\rbU.Eltaonnrll|l

Wheelchair access is possiUe via the main entrance.

For further inforrmtion regarding wheelchair access, please contact our Erquiries Section on
01628 507200.
tLtrlc.lhlutnddr

Flers was captured on 15 Septenber 1916, in the Battle of Flers-Courcelette, when it was entered
by the l{ew Zealand and 41st Divisions behind tanks, the innovative new weapons that were used
here for the first tine. The village was lost during the Genrnn advance of March 1918 and retaken
at the end of the following August by the 1Oth West Yorks and the 6th Dorsets of the 17th Division.

The cenetery was begun by Australian rnedical units, posted in the neighbouring caves, in
Novenber 1916-February 1917. These originalgraves are in Plot l, Rows A and B. lt was very
greatly enlarged after the Arnistice when alnpst 4,000 Conrrpnwealth and French graves were
bonght in ftom the battleftelds of the SorTrrE, and later from a wider area.

The following were anprp the furialgrounds ftomwhich Conrmnwealth graves were taken to this
cenetery:-

FACTORY CORNER, FLERS, a little West of the crossing of the roads from Eaucourt-L'Abbaye to
Page 1 of2



CWGC - Cemetery Details htlp/ ,w ,v.cr'r€c.org/find-a-cemetery/cemeteryl263oo/A.l.F.%20BUR|AL%20GROUND,%20FLERS

.t';;i'r'r;la:'
i.f,",l: i
-,;:'.=;€ ,^\ A t^ l^

l3""""5buh.q=*fdfr5*"

O n H.of,tn S' €44l$
Jt l l l | , r lv !1. l r rJ l l l , l l l l l9C| lu l lYLl19 lJr" l l l t l lgul lEtr t lv l l \ r l r i r l iu l , l ! ; r , t , t l l t lv l  l t t , l , l lEl l l tDWll9l lALrYY\r \ /

signpost will be seen indicating the Al.F. Burial Ground alorp a track to the rigtrt.
YLlthghfcrn tbn

Wheelchair access is possible via the rmin entrance.

For further infornntion regarding wheelchair access, please contact our Erquiries Section on
01628 507200.
lStalcd lntarnrom

Flers was ca$ured on 15 SeSenber 1916, in the Battle of Flers-Courcelette, when it was entered
by the l,,lew Zealand and 41st Divisions behind tanks, the innovative new weapoft! that were used
here for the first tine. The village was lost during the Genren a&ance of March 1918 and retaken
at the end of the following August by the 1Oth West Yorks and the 6th Dorsets of the 17th Division.

The cenetery was begun by Australian nedicalunits, posted in the neighbouring caves, in
Novenber 1916-February 1917. These original graves are in Plot l, Rows A and B. lt was very
greatly enlarged after the Arnistice when alnpst 4,000 Conrrprnvealth and French graves were
brought in from the battlefielG of the Sorrrre, and later from a wider area.

The following were anrng the burial grounds from which Connprnvealth graves were taken to this
cenptery:-

FACTORY CORNER, FLERS, a littb West of the crossing of the roaG from Eaucourt-L'Abbaye to
Page 1 of2
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Cemetery detai ls --  -

A I  F BURIAL GROUND FLERS

Cot frI

l-ocrltF

lddrdlLd C..u.ftb.:

France

Sommo

12' t2

A.l.F. Burial Ground is 2 Kns north of the village of Flers, in the Departnent of the Sonrre. Travel
south'west of Bapaune on the D929 in the direction of Albert for 6 Kns to the village of Le Sars.
Turn feft eastwards on the D11 in the direction of Geudecourt for 3.5 Kns to the D741D197
junction. Continue along the D74 in the direction of Geudecourt for 500 netres when a CWGC
signpost will be seen irdicating the Al.F. BurialGround along a track to the right.
vbtthgHo.m.ddl

Wheelchair access is possiUe via the rmin entrance.

For further inforrmtion regarding wheelchair access, please contact our Enquiries Section on
01628 507200.
fitdlcrlkrtan oon

Flers was cagured on 15 Septenber 1916, in the Battle of Flers-Courcelette, when it was entered
by the lrlew Zealand and 41st Divisions behind tanks, the innovative new weapons that were used
here for the first tine. The village was lost during the Gerrnan advance of March 1918 and retaken
at the end of the following August by the 1Oth West Yorks and the 6th Dorsets of the 17th Division.

The cenetery was begun by Australian rnedical units, posted in the neighbouring caves, in
l,lovenber 191O-Febuary 1917. These original graves are in Plot l, Rows A and B. lt was very
greatly enlarged after the Arnistice when alnpst 4,000 Conrrpnwealth and French graves were
brought in from the battlelields of the SonnF, and later from a wider area.

The following were arpng the burial grounds from which Conrrprnvealth graves were taken to this
cenetery:-

FACTORY CORNER, FLERS, a little West of the crossing of the roads ftom Eaucourt-L'Abbaye to
Page 1 of2
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Gueudecourt and from Flers to Ligny-Thilloy. This place, wtrich had been a Gennan Headquarters
forArtillery and Ergineers and had a Gennan Cenetery, was taken by the 1st Canterfury Infantry
Reginent on the 25th Se$enber, 1916, and again by the 7th East Yorks on the 27th Aqust,
1918. Fifteen soldiers from the l.hited Kirgdom and 13 from Australia were buried here in October,
1916-March,1917, and in Argust, 1918.
iIORTH ROAD CEMETERY, FLERS, l,lorthWest of the village, at the crossirg of the Earcourt-
L'Abbaye road with "hlorth Road (to Factory Comer). Here were buried, in the winter of 1916-17,
13 Australian sokliers and seven from the United KirBdom.

The great rnaprity of the graves in A.l.F. Burial Ground date from the auturm of 1916, hrt one is
from 1914, and there are others from the spnrp of 1917 and the sprirg and sunrrer of 1918.

There are now 3,475 Corrrprnryealth servicenen of the First World War hrried or conrrenprated
in this cenetery. 2,263 of the buriab are unidentified and there are special nenprials to 23
casualties known or believed to be furied anpng them. Other specialnenprials record the nanes
of three casualties buried in a cenetery at Flers, who graves could not be found. The cenetery
also contairs 170 Frerrch and 3 Gennan war graves.

The cenetery uras designed by Sir Flerbert Baker.
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